LUXURY.                                   135

only speaking of general tendencies, and have dis-
avowed any capacity for laying down precise regula-
tions. If I have stated rightly what is the evil
properly attacked when we speak of luxury as vicious,
it will, I think, come mainly to this: that the
direction in which we should look for improvement
is not so much in directly prescribing any Spartan or
ascetic system of life, as in cultivating in every one
who possesses superfluities, the sense of his implicit
responsibility to his fellows, which should go with
every increase of wealth, and the conviction, not that
he should regard pleasure as in itself bad, but that he
should train himself to find pleasures in such conduct
as makes him a more efficient member of the body
corporate of Society. If, indeed, there should be any
man who feels that he has no right to superfluities
at all, while so many are wanting necessaries, and
should resolve to devote himself to the improvement
of their elevation, I should say, in the first place,
I fully and heartily recognise him to be one of the
very large class which I regard as my superiors in
morality ; although, in the next place, I should in-
sinuate that he is one of those heroes who, while they
deserve all honour, cannot be taken as models for
universal imitation, inasmuch as I cannot help think-
ing that the ultimate end is not the renunciation but
the multiplication of all innocent happiness.